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“In His Shoes”
Learning from the Mistakes of Pontius Pilate

March 23, 2008
Sermon Notes

We Can Learn from Pontius Pilate by considering the mistakes he made toward
Christ.

#1. He Did Not See Truth.
John 18:33-38 (New International Version)
... “Are you the king of the Jews?"

34"|s that your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?"

35"Am | a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over
to me. What is it you have done?"

36Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent
my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”

3™You are a king, then!" said Pilate.
Jesus answered, "You are right in saying | am a king. In fact, for this reason | was born, and
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."”

38"What is truth?"

#2 He Compromised the Way.

Luke 23:13-16 (New International Version)

13Pijlate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, “and said to them, "You
brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in
your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. °Neither has Herod, for he
sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 6Therefore, 1 will
punish him and then release him."

John 19:6-8 (New Living Translation)
6 When they saw him, the leading priests and Temple guards began shouting, “Crucify him!
Crucify him!”



“Take him yourselves and crucify him,” Pilate said. “I find him not guilty.”

7 The Jewish leaders replied, “By our law he ought to die because he called himself the Son of
God.”

8 When Pilate heard this, he was more frightened than ever.

Matthew 27:24 (New International Version)

24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took
water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said.
"It is your responsibility!"

#3 He Chose Death Instead of Life (Christ).

John 19:15-16 (New International Version)

15But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!"
"Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked.
"We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered.

18Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

Conclusion
John 14:6 (New International Version)
6Jesus answered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except

through me.



