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“The Blessings of Tough Times”

November 25, 2007
Sermon Notes

Do you struggle in tough Times?

Acts 27 (Paul’s Shipwreck lllustration):
* Problem

* Pressure

* Possibilities

Relationship.

Philippians 1:12-18 (New International Version)

12 Now | want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to
advance the Gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace
guard and to everyone else that | am in chains for Christ. 14 Because of my chains, most
brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously
and fearlessly.

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of
goodwill. 16 The latter do so in love, knowing that | am put here for the defense of the
gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that
they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The
important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is
preached. And because of this I rejoice.

Boast.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (New International Version)

7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations,
there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three
times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But He said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is
why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions,
in difficulties. For when I am weak, then | am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (The Message)

7-10Because of the extravagance of those revelations, and so | wouldn't get a big head, |
was given the gift of a handicap to keep me in constant touch with my limitations.
Satan's angel did his best to get me down; what he in fact did was push me to my knees.



No danger then of walking around high and mighty! At first I didn't think of it as a gift,
and begged God to remove it. Three times | did that, and then he told me,

My grace is enough; it's all you need.

My strength comes into its own in your weakness. Once | heard that, | was glad to let it
happen. I quit focusing on the handicap and began appreciating the gift. It was a case of
Christ's strength moving in on my weakness. Now | take limitations in stride, and with
good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size—abuse, accidents, opposition, bad
breaks. | just let Christ take over! And so the weaker | get, the stronger | become.

Believe.

Mark 9:17-18, 21-22, 23 (New International Version)

17 A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, | brought you my son, who is possessed by a
spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the
ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. | asked your
disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."”

21 Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"

"From childhood," he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill
him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."

23 “If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."

Conclusion

Mark 10:24-30 (The Message)

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it
isto enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for arich man to enter the kingdom of God."

26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be
saved?'

27 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man thisisimpossible, but not with God; all
things are possible with God."

28 Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!"

29" tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a
hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and
fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.

Embrace.

Embrace the opportunities to reveal Christ in tough times.
» Tough times present an opportunity for relationship with God

» Tough times present an opportunity to praise God

» Tough times reveal that all is possible in God—if you believe



