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“It Takes a Community”
Realizing Your Potential pt. 4

April 21, 2008
Sermon Notes

What makes you unique? What defines us?

We can become our full potential in Christ when we make the commitment to be
apart of the body.

Commitment #1: Not to be Lukewarm.

Revelation 2:15- 20 (New International Version)

15] know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other!
16S0, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.
17You say, 'l am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that
you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 181 counsel you to buy from me gold refined in
the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful
nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 1Those whom | love | rebuke and
discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 2°Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

Commitment #2: Return to Your First love.

Revelation 2:2-6 (New International Version)

2] know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate
wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found
them false. 3You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown
weary. 4Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. SRemember the height
from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, | will
come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. But you have this in your favor: You
hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

Commitment #3: Be Apart of the Body.

1 Corinthians 12:13-27 (New International Version)

3For we were all baptized by!al one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 5If the foot should say, "Because | am
not a hand, | do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the
body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body," it



would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where
would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell
be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted
them to be. °If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts,
but one body.

21The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I
don't need you!" 220n the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And
the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 2*while our presentable parts
need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given
greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but
that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 261f one part suffers, every part suffers
with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

2"Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Ephesians 4:11-16 (New International Version)

11t was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some
to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up Buntil we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful
scheming. ®Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the
Head, that is, Christ. ¥From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Conclusion
1. Not to be lukewarm, by being truthful with yourself about who you are...
2. Return to your first love, by reconnecting to Christ and others...
3. Be apart of the body, because your potential is tied to the church and the
Church’s potential is tied to you.



